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It began with name-calling and ended in death. The International Trophy championship 
was aborted yesterday when rioting fans stampeded onto the field, trampling 97 people 
to death after the referee made a bad call. Hundreds of others suffered injuries before 
riot police were able to quell the mob.

 
The melee started when fans, many of them intoxicated, began shouting ethnic slurs 
and hurling bricks and burning trash onto the field. Then the hysteria grew. Thousands 
of hometown fans charged from the stands and rushed towards supporters of the 
opposing team, screaming insults and lashing out with broken beer and whiskey 
bottles. Rows of spectators were trapped in the panic and squeezed to death against 
the fences that were erected to contain violence after the numerous incidents of 
hooliganism that have plagued past international  games.

Most of the victims were either working class or unemployed, the fans who traditionally 
fill the cheaper standing room sections. Memorial services are being held throughout 
the day in the low-income housing projects which were home to most of the victims.  
The government believes the violence will not stop and is reluctant to remove the 
fences designed to deter it. But many who were at the game yesterday blame the 
chain-link walls for the tragedy. As one survivor put it, "If you cage us in like animals, 
then there's more of a chance that we'll behave like animals."
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